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Friends of Heinz Refuge (FOHR) Annual Report 

Fiscal Year 2010 ~ 2011 
    

First and foremost the FOHR board of directors wishes to thank YOU, our members, for 

your continued interest and support as we work together to  make the Heinz Refuge experi-

ence the best it could possibly be.  Given our countryôs bleak economic condition, and the re-

sultant funding crunch affecting services available to National Wildlife Refuges, Friendôs 

groups are needed more than ever.  We are heartened by your outpouring of  love  for the 

Heinz Refuge evidenced through your memberships and donations and the volunteer hours 

you spend on refuge programs and activities.  We have had another banner year in terms of 

your continuing support, technology innovations, and initiating new programs while success-

fully maintaining the old ones.   
     

LOOKING  BACK  AT  OUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS  

 

New and Improved Outreach Media 
 

WE HAVE  A DYNAMIC  WEBSITEðA visit to our website www.friendsofheinzrefuge.org will 

illustrate that it has taken on a new life under the guidance of our new web-

master, and recently elected Board Member, Jesse Smith. The Home Page is  

updated frequently, including 3 to 5 new topics at any given moment.  It 

serves to promote in detail, upcoming activities, recaps our more recent past 

events, highlights timely wildlife news and sitings on the refuge, provides 

links to educational materials and more.  The homepage also provides links 

from which our quarterly newsletter, Marsh Musings, may be downloaded, 

and also a link to our Facebook page.  People can now join FOHR from our 

website, via PayPalða quick and easy way to facilitate membershipðor one 

can download and mail in a membership form.   
     

YOU CAN FIND  US ON FACEBOOK  - With the goal of enhancing outreach and increasing our 

footprint in the community at large, the FOHR Facebook page was 

launched in June 2010 by board member, Debbie Beer, and in slightly over 

a year has garnered 673 "friends."  The page remains a beautifully organ-

ized, dynamic, interactive platform for promoting both refuge events and 

FOHR programs and activities, while providing an opportunity for ñfriendsò 

to share news, photos, bird and wildlife sightings, and comments.  It also 

features a full 3 month calendar of activities, with event reminders posted 

periodically, and an opportunity to become a Friends member. 

http://www.friendsofheinzrefuge.org
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YOU CAN KEEP CURRENT ON REFUGE NEWS THROUGH  OUR MONTHLY  E-BULLETIN ðTo en-

hance communications we created full-color E-Bulletins, featuring timely 

news, full-color images from local refuge photographers, and species 

spotlights.  These are emailed free each month to FOHR members and 

friends.  In April 2011, our premier E-Bulletin was emailed to 348 people.  

The October issue was sent to 413 people, reflecting increased member-

ship as well as public interest in Heinz Refuge.  On average, 20 people a 

month are added to our E-Bulletin list; as of the end of October, we have 

447 namesðall of whom will be sent the November E-Bulletin shortly.  

People can sign up to receive our FOHR E-Bulletins via a sign-up sheet at 

the refuge visitorsô center front desk, or subscribe from our website by 

submitting their names and email address. 

 

FOHR Programs and Events 

 
     

GROWING  UP WILD  ï FOHR EAGLE  CAM  EDUCATION  PROJECTðAlong with the refugeôs 

first recorded successful nesting of American Eagles, there came 

a desire to more closely observe by way of the internet, all future 

nestings as they unfold.  So began a joint effort by both FOHR 

and refuge staff to launch Philadelphiaôs first Bald Eagle web-

cam.  While we hoped to have the cam go live this January, unex-

pected environmental, technical, and economic factors have re-

sulted in a forced delay in installing crucial onsite equipment in 

time for the 2012 Bald Eagle breeding season. The most critical 

challenge is that of providing electricity to the siteðin the middle 

of the surrounding marsh.   
     

We remain fully committed to GROWING  UP WILD , and will use the additional time to focus 

on accomplishing those aspects of the project which are do-able now.  These would include ma-

terial and program development.  We will continue to review and test equipment to make sure 

that the webcam goes up quickly and efficiently next year.  We are grateful to everyone who 

has contributed to our fundraising efforts, and appreciate your continued support as we work to 

raise the balance needed to fund this extraordinary project. 

     

OUR SECOND ANNUAL  GROUNDHOG DAY  FESTIVALðA SUCCESS ï The Heinz Refuge is blest 

with itsô very own special Groundhog Family (mascots) ñTinicum Timò, his wife, ñTinaò, and 

their kids, ñThe Tinicum Twinsò.  In January of this year, we hosted our 

Second Annual Groundhog Day Family Festival on Saturday, January 

29th, with about 300 people attending.  The event featured interactive pres-

entations by Lenape Indians on their culture, live animals from the Philadel-

phia Zoo, an old time Disney movie about groundhog day, a groundhog bur-

row for the kids to climb through, and also featured a brand new Groundhog 

Family coloring book.  There were crafts and games for children of all ages, 

live music, refreshments, and culminated in songs and dancing alongside the 

groundhog burrow just outside the visitor center, where everyone delighted 

in the symbolic appearance of a groundhog puppet. 
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WE PARTICIPATED  IN  THE  ñBIG  SITò - Organized by board member, Debbie Beer, the 2011 

Heinz Refuge BIG SIT ran from dawn to dusk and was a huge success!! Experienced birders, 

keen photographers and casual nature loversðover 150 peo-

ple, including 20 kids participated and logged in 77 speciesð

4 more than last year.   We jumped with excitement at a Pere-

grine Falcon chasing a flock of Tree Swallows, and thrilled to 

about 9 eagle sitings.  Indeed there were many magical mo-

mentsðviewing rafts of Wood Ducks, thousands of Tree 

Swallows, raptors circling high in the blue skies, Cormorants 

and Great Blue Herons perching on poles, were just a few of 

the highlights of the day.  The event did double duty as a fund 

raiser with participants pledging donations in the amount 

$2100.00 in support of FOHRôs Eagle Cam project. 

 

WE PROVIDED  BUSING FUNDS TO AREA  SCHOOLS FOR REFUGE FIELD  TRIPS ï The FOHR 

board of directors is passionate about implementing the FWS na-

tional initiative to ñConnect People With Natureò!  To that end we 

have been providing busing funds to schools in underserved commu-

nities so that their students could experience first hand, the wonders 

of that great ñOutdoor Classroomò that can be found at our wildlife 

refuge.  Last year, we provided funding for over a dozen such trips 

by the Widener Partnership Charter School in Chester, and 

West Philadelphiaôs Longstreth Elementary School. 

     

WE NOW INCLUDE  A BIRDHOUSE BUILDING  FAMILY  ACTIVITY  AT  REFUGE EVENTS ï Two pri-

mary goals of the Heinz Refuge are to promote productive habitat 

for birds, and to engage in diverse environmental education pro-

grams.  FOHR has opted to assist the FWS in achieving these 

goals by initiating a ñbirdhouse buildingò activity for children 

and their families attending various refuge events.  Along with 

their new birdhouses, families also take home information on the 

natural history of the birds that might use the boxes.  If you judge 

success by smiles, this activity has been a proven winner for both 

children and adults alike. 

 

WE HAVE  OBTAINED  GRANTS FOR REFUGE PROJECTS ï FOHR constantly works with FWS to 

identify and develop approved educational projects and programs which 

may be good candidates for grant proposals.  To date we have applied for, 

and received $5500.00 from ConocoPhillips towards our ñGrowing Up 

WildðFOHR Eagle Cam Education campaign.  We have also received  

$10,000.00 from the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation for the develop-

ment by inner city Kindergarten students of a model ñPollinator Gardenò 

on the refuge, using only native species plants, and another $10,000.00 

grant from the same foundation for the development of an outdoor class-

room at Widener Partnership Charter School in Chester, PA. 
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REFUGE SCOUT AWARD  PROGRAM  ï This exciting scouting program was de-

veloped by Board member, and refuge volunteer, Steve Watson, and made itsô 

well received debut last year.  The Refuge Scouting Award focuses on discov-

ering the natural history and beauty of the refuge, while promoting opportuni-

ties for youth to engage in service projects on the refuge.  While the Refuge 

Scout Award was originally targeted towards Boy Scouts, Steve is now work-

ing to include the Girl Scouts as well. 

 

K INDERGARTEN  POLLINATOR  GARDEN MAKES  A SMASHING  DEBUTðBegun in the spring of 

2011, our grant funded the development of an award winning, nationally 

publicized ñNative Species Pollinator Gardenò and has been a smashing 

success.  Constructed by Kindergarteners under the guidance of their 

teacher (and FOHR board member) Chuck Lafferty, the garden is testi-

mony to the truth of the saying ñBuild it and they will comeò.  Adult vol-

unteers constructed planting beds, and developed the gardenôs pathways, 

but the children carried in the garden soil, planted and nurtured all the 

plants, and learned while they were working to appreciate and cherish 

all living creatures.  Today our mature pollinator garden hosts birds, 

bees, butterflies, dragonflies, frogs (in our garden pond) and more.  Visi-

tors frequently stop by to check out the garden, and both plant and but-

terfly walk leaders always include the pollinator garden in their tour.  

The garden has been publicized on both national and regional websites, and has recently re-

ceived a ñGreenò award from the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society.  Be on the lookout for 

phase two garden expansion next year, along with associated educational programs. 

 

WIDENER  PARTNERSHIP  CHARTER  SCHOOL  TO BUILD  AN ON-SITE OUTDOOR CLASSROOM 

WITH  HELP FROM  FOHR GRANTðIn the spring of 2011 FOHR applied for and received a 

$10,000.00 grant on behalf of Widener Partnership Charter 

School.  They will build an outdoor classroom and activities will 

involve students from every grade, bringing their science lessons 

to life.  Students will also be completing a service learning project 

on the refuge, as well as donating foodstuffs grown in their out-

door classroom to local food kitchens to help the needy in their 

neighborhood.  Students and their teachers have been enjoying 

field trips to the Heinz Refuge for several years, resulting in a lasting partnership with FOHR. 

  

OUR FIRST ANNUAL  WINTER  BIRD  COUNT FOR KIDSðwas held in mid January on a snowy 

Saturday.  Partnering with the Fledging Birders Institute, and 

the Pennsylvania Audubon Society,  the program included a 2 

hour walk, a program provided by the Schuylkill Valley Na-

ture Center, and was followed by a pizza lunch, and a wrap-up 

session wherein the kids compiled their sitings.  Thirty kids 

attended, and together they spotted an astonishing 42 species 

of birds, making this event a huge success, and one which we 

intend to repeat this coming January.  
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IN SUPPORT OF THE  NATIONAL  WILDLIFE  REFUGE SYSTEM, WE ATTEND  NATIONAL  AND RE-

GIONAL  FRIENDS CONFERENCES & TAKE  PART IN  FRIENDôS RALLYôS ON CAPITAL  HILL  ï 

Every year friends groups from all over the country gather to learn 

about new FWS initiatives, exchange ideas and to promote national 

wildlife refuge funding to members of Congress. Everyone wins at 

these meetings and rallies.  FOHR also participates in special training 

events offered at the National Conservation Training Center (NCTC) 

in West Virginia, and participates in annual meetings attended by 

Friends Groups from 5 New Jersey Refuges, and with Pennsylvaniaôs 

newest wildlife refuge; Cherry Valley.   

 

PROVIDING  FUNDS AND VOLUNTEERS  FOR REFUGE EVENTS 

 

CRADLE  OF BIRDINGðOver a thousand people flock to the refuge in mid September each year 

to experience the full flavor of multiple wildlife exhibits, informa-

tion tables staffed by partner conservation organizations, wood-

carving demonstrations, archery, fly-tying, educational programs, 

live music, guided tours, crafts, refreshments and culminating with a 

keynote wildlife professional speaker.  Another highlighted event 

which takes place at the Cradle of Birding Festival is the judging for 

our annual photography contest. 

 

DARBY  CREEK  CLEANUP DAYðEach year in honor of Earth Day, the refuge sponsors a 

cleanup of the creek that is the life blood of the refuge, while FOHR pro-

vides volunteers and a free lunch for all workers.  The refugeôs flat wet-

lands are routinely inundated by storm borne trash due to itôs location at 

the downstream end of the Darby Creek watershed.  To make matters 

worse additional trash is routinely washed in to settle out on refuge wet-

lands through the tidal influx from the Delaware River.  These ñtwin de-

positsò require routine ñwithdrawalsò via a concerted ñclearanceò event. 

 

FAMILY  FISHING  DAYðEach year in late spring, the refuge hosts a ñfreeò fishing event for 

area youth.  The refuge partners with the Pennsylvania Fish & Boat Commis-

sion, and local businesses to provide a fun filled family event at no cost to 

participants. Besides providing volunteers to help with the event, FOHR pro-

vides free t-shirts for a screen printing activity for all kids who participate, 

and our Photo Group provides digital documentation of the event. 

 

SUMMER  CAMPS FOR K IDSðAs  part of the program to ñConnect People With Natureò, the  

FWS held two summer camps for area youth last summer.  Kids got to 

investigate wind energy and micro-life found in a pond.  They also 

learned to identify the more common bird species, and ñpretendedò to be 

animals searching their habitat for food, water and shelter.  FOHR pro-

vided drinks and snacks for the campers, and our Photo Group provided 

digital documentation.   

 



FOHR Fiscal Year 2010~2011 Report 

6 

NEW THIS  YEARðNATIONAL  CONFERENCE ON DIVERSITY  IN  BIRDINGðRefuge staff and the 

Fledging Birders Institute partnered to bring dedicated birders from 

the northeast/mid-Atlantic regions together at the refuge in October 

2011 in a landmark gathering aimed at changing the ñFace of Ameri-

can Birdingò by attracting new and broader audiences to bird watch-

ing.  Participants examined birdingôs demographics, learned effective 

strategies for sharing birds with others, and developed action plans 

for building a more diverse birding community.  This event, which 

was video-streamed nationally is expected to play an important role 

in the conservation of birds, their habitats, and the environment in general.  FOHR provided a 

continental breakfast for this event. 

 

NEW THIS  YEAR , THE  REFUGEôS ñWEED WARRIORò PROGRAMðFOHR has supported this 

exciting new habitat enhancement program with open arms.  Our webmas-

ter, Jesse Smith has created an online information, training, and sign up 

page which has been utilized by several volunteers.  FOHR also provided 

funding for brochures detailing the features and benefits of volunteering for 

the ñWeed Warriorsò program.  Over 9,000 invasive species plants have 

been removed to date.   

 

FOHR COMMITTEESðOUR BACKBONE   

 

TRAIL  TAMERS  ï We have a ñTrail Tamersò group which has been meet-

ing on the second Saturday of each month since 1998 when we first incor-

poration as a Friends Group.  The Trail Tamers work on various refuge 

projects, including putting up deer shields around newly planted trees, 

sprucing up trail blinds, pruning vegetation along hiking trails, coordinat-

ing with the refuge Weed Warriors program, and much more. 

 

PHOTO GROUP  ï Our FOHR Photo Group continues to connect with area youth through their 

annual ñTeaching About the Environment Through the Lensò (TTL) 

program.  They also have created a thrilling new travelling exhibit  

which is currently on display in the visitor center, and which we have 

been invited to send to FWS regional office in Massachusetts as well.   

The Photo Group also sponsors an annual photo contest, and members 

come out to most refuge events to provide photo documentation. 

 

WE HAVE  A THRIVING  GIFT  SHOP  - ñTINICUM  TREASURESò ï As always, our little gift shop, 

Tinicum Treasures, provides a wide array of nature items for sale, thanks to 

the hard work of our store managers Stan and Annemarie Rapp.  In support 

of an international effort to maintain viable habitat for migratory birds, our 

store sells ñSongbird Coffeeò which is a fair trade item, rewarding farmers 

who choose to grow their coffee under the canopy of the shade trees so im-

portant to migratory bird habitat.  Net proceeds from store sales are dedi-

cated to refuge projects.  The store carries a wide array of  nature books, 

local wildlife art, Duck Stamps, and refuge passports among other things. 
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Weekend Bird Walks ï We should also mention the highly successful Weekend Bird Walks at 

Heinz Refuge.  FOHR volunteersðall skilled naturalistsðdedicate hun-

dreds of hours a year sharing their knowledge with beginners and experts 

alike.  These walks are widely attended, and serve to gather important 

citizen science data about bird populations and distributions.  There are 

very few Refuges in the national system that can boast a schedule of bird 

walks every Saturday and Saturday, 52 weeks a year. 

PLANS FOR THE  YEAR AHEAD  

 

In addition to continuing all of our existing projects and programs, FOHR plans for the coming 

fiscal year include: 

 

¶ Expanding our busing program to include more schools;   

¶ Expanding the area and scope of our model Pollinator Garden; 

¶ Developing an Urban Birds program, focusing on increasing the scope of desirable con-

servation activities for children and their families, and including Citizen Science elements 

such as NestWatch, FeederWatch and Project BudBurst; 

¶ Planning for National Public Lands Day (NPLD) September 2012; 

¶ Designing a whole new look for our Friends website;   

¶ Strengthening our existing partnerships, and building new ones with area educators, busi-

nesses, and organizations. 

 

AND . . .  

We will depend on YOU, our members for continued support.  This wonderful little wildlife 

refuge belongs to all of us!  

 

Working together, we WILL make a difference!!! 


