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Second Season of Bald Eaglets Have 

Fledged ~ Eagle Cam Coming Soon  

Newsletter of the Friends of Heinz Refuge at Tinicum 

Just the other day I witnessed 

one of our eagle chicks, if we can 

still call them that, take flight 

from itsô nest, and felt like a 

proud parent!!  Nature is just a 

wonderful thing to behold, isnôt 

it?  

Summer is officially here now 

and the weather is on the warm 

side but a cool evening walk is 

definitely still in the picture. And 

donôt forget that weekends on the 

refuge are always cool in more 

ways than one.  Every Saturday 

and Sunday throughout the year, 

our wonderful walk leaders are on 

hand to guide you around the ref-

uge.  There is something for eve-

ryone ï walks for expert birders, 

walks for beginning birders, wild 

flower and butterfly walks, family 

nature hikes, photography work-

shops, and walks geared espe-

cially for children with a budding 

interest in nature.  Thanks to our 

volunteers, Heinz has it all!!  

You will want to keep an eye on 

our calendar in this Marsh Mus-

ings newsletter for fall walk times 

and dates.  You are also invited to 

v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e 

www.friendsofheinzrefuge.org, or 

log in to our Facebook page for 

walk schedules and ñup-to-the-

minuteò news of the Friends and 

the Refuge. 

FOHR BOARD MEETINGS :  The public is  always welcome to attend 

Board Meetings, which are at 6:30 pm in the VCS on the opposite side of the 

parking lot from the Cusano Center ~ 4th Tuesday of the Month. 

Philadelphiaôs most famous Eagles 

ï the flying ones ï have completed 

their second, consecutive breeding 

season at Heinz Refuge.  We are 

thrilled that two strong, healthy ju-

veniles fledged from their nest in 

June, and are often seen soaring 

over the impoundment, 

strengthening their flight 

skills and learning to 

hunt fish, their primary 

food.   

The adult Bald Eagles 

constructed their stick 

nest high in a tree on 

Oak Island, on the south 

end of the Refugeôs 

main impoundment.  

The pair may leave the 

area briefly, but will re-

turn to their nest site in 

late Autumn to renew 

their courtship ï they 

mate for life - and augment their 

huge nest, which could reach 13 feet 

deep and weigh more than 1 ton.   

Bald Eagles have made a remark-

able recovery from historical lows 

when DDT pesticide and other envi-

ronmental factors decimated popula-

tions of many raptors. They have 

rebounded strongly and were de-

listed from the Endangered Species 

List in 2008.   
Amid much excitement and sup-

port of Philadelphiaôs most famous 

flying Eagles, FOHR is proud to 

launch our new Growing Up Wild: 

FOHR Eagle Cam Education Pro-

ject.  A primary goal of 

the project is to engage 

and connect people to na-

ture, and increase aware-

ness about birds and the 

environment, specifically 

through the installation of 

a Bald Eagle Webcam!  

Weôll be able to share 

worldwide the experience 

of watching these majestic 

eagles engaged in the age-

old instinct to reproduce 

and carry-on the cycle of 

life.  We are actively rais-

ing funds to support the 

development and implementation of 

the project, from camera equipment 

to interactive educational materials.  

One of our major fundraising activi-

ties centers around the BIG SIT, on 

October 9.  Please pledge donations 

generously, and join us on that day 

as we count species in support of 

our Eagle Cam Project.  See page 10 

for BIG SIT details !!  

From The 

Presidentõs Pen 

One of this yearôs    

eaglets soars over    

impoundment waters. 

Photo By: C. Hunold 

http://www.friendsofheinzrefuge.org
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PLEASE CONTRIBUTE  TO 

OUR 

GROWING UP WILD : 

FOHR EAGLE CAM    

EDUCATION PROJECT.   
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www.friendsofheinzrefuge.org 

OR 

Find us on Facebook!! 
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The official registration and financial information of the Friends of the Heinz Refuge at Tinicum may be obtained from 
the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999.   

òFRIENDSó Who Appreciate and Support 

Wildlife Refuges Are Desperately Needed, 

Right Now!! 

In the coming months it is going to be up to ñFRIENDSò to become 

vocal advocates for our nationôs wildlife, clean air, clean water, and 

public recreation areas, so as to ensure that Congressional leaders keep 

the values inherent in public lands in mind when fleshing out the fed-

eral budget.   

As the debate over how the first $917 billion in spending cuts will be allo-

cated, it is vital that lawmakers be reminded that cutting the Refuge System 

budget is exactly the wrong way to address the national debt.  Nationally, 

more than 30,000 refuge volunteers accomplish 20% of the work done on 

refuges, while the Friends Groups raise millions of dollars annually to sup-

port refuge programs.  Further, refuges are economic drivers, returning 

an average of $4 to local communities in the way of tourism and jobs for 

every $1 spent of the federal budget.   

There will be fierce debates over how the required funding cuts will be al-

located, and if we donôt speak up FOR the future of wildlife refuges, the 

result will be the same as if we had spoken AGAINST them.  To find out if 

YOUR representatives or Senators are holding public meetings on this vital 

issue, please visit their websites or call their offices. 

The currently proposed budget for the Refuge System will: 

¶ CLOSE 128 National Wildlife Refuges; 

¶ ELIMINATE 275 Refuge Staff Positions; 

¶ ELIMINATE any new land acquisitions or conservation easements 

under the Land & Water Conservation Fund; 

¶ ELIMINATE 40 law enforcement officers (at a time when only 213 

officers patrol 150 million acres but 845 are needed. 

Please contact your U.S. Representative & your 2 U.S. Senators today!! 

Help us protect and preserve Americaôs wildlife ï Support FOHRôs 

efforts on behalf of the Refuge System (and Heinz) through your      

letters, membership and/or donations!!   

For more information, contact us through our email address:  

info@friendsofheinzrefuge.org 
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The Kindergarten Interpretive Pol-

linator Garden at John Heinz Na-

tional Wildlife Refuge is a reality. 

On June 7, 2011 the students of 

Longstreth Elementary, Friends of 

Heinz Refuge and Fish and Wildlife 

staff celebrated the completion of the 

first three phases of our  wonderful 

project. The Friends of Heinz Refuge 

provided the happy gardeners with a 

cookout lunch.  

The project partners coined the 

phase ñHumanity for Habitatò to 

serve as the motto to describe the 

purpose of the garden. Loss of habi-

tat is the number one threat to wild-

life. Our number one goal is to create 

habitat and promote the use of native 

plants not only at the refuge but in 

home landscapes as well. 

Just because school is out for the 

summer does not mean work has 

stopped on the garden. Thanks to 

Hank Hox, Mariana Bergersen, 

Chuck Lafferty and FWS Interns 

Frankie and Dinah we were able to 

complete phase four of the Pollina-

tor Garden. These dedicated garden-

ers planted nearly forty native shrubs 

and plants in a pouring rainfall. Not 

a complaint was heard as everyone 

worked together to complete the 

plantings in spite of the rain and 

mud. Of course the plants loved it. 

The Pollinator Garden seems to 

have a life of its own. It seems to 

promote a spirit of caring and coop-

eration amongst everyone involved. 

Visitors to the refuge are always 

stopping by to complement on the 

way the Pollinator Garden has been 

developed. The Fish and Wildlife 

Service has featured it on the ser-

vicesô web page. They are following 

this up with a feature article to be 

published in the fall. 

We are not done with the garden. 

In phase five look for a waterfall at 

the pond and plant identification la-

bels in the native plant beds. A com-

posting area is also planned. As any 

gardener knows you are never done 

with a garden. It will be the same in 

the Pol l inator Garden. The 

Longstreth Students will continue to 

be involved by making five trips to 

the refuge to help maintain the gar-

den and to use it as an outdoor class-

room space. Back at Longstreth 

Chuck Laffertyôs students will be 

completing the native plant nursery 

and getting it ready to provide a 

source of native plant material for 

other schools and the Longstreth 

neighborhood.  

The pond in the garden has become 

a magnet pulling visitors into the 

garden area. We modified a famous 

movie line to ñIf you build it they 

will come.ò As the plants begin to 

flower the garden is now alive with 

pollinators. You can see Integrated 

Pest Management at its best on the 

milkweed plants. The milkweed at-

tracted aphids, which in turn are at-

tracting ladybug beetles. You can 

also see ladybug nymphs as well, 

dining on the aphids. A favorite 

place is to sit on the bench in the 

garden and watch the turf war going 

on between the frogs that have 

moved into their new aquatic habitat. 

We invite everyone to visit our 

field of dreams and experience the 

Pollinator Garden first hand. You 

will be amazed.      Chuck Lafferty 

Kindergarten Pollinator Garden ~ The Work Continues  

Kindergarteners and their 6th grade 

mentors celebrate the completion of 

this yearôs garden project.               

              Photo By:  Jean Diehl 

The Pollinator Garden pond is indeed a 

magnet to one and all.    

                      Photo By:  Frank Doyle 

(L to R)  Dinah Wong, Hank Hox, 

Frankie Cook and Chuck Lafferty dis-

play ñgardenò hands after planting 

pollinator friendly shrubs.                  

                     Photo By:  Frank Doyle  

FOHR Has Just Been 

Awarded a $10,000 

Grant to Assist the  

Widener Partnership 

Charter School Develop 

an Outdoor Classroom 

for Use by Students in 

All Grades!!  

(More Info in Next Newsletter) 
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son, both of which are now seen fly-

ing over the 145 acre impoundment 

(along with a 3rd immature eagle, 

possibly last yearôs young). Pretty 

cool stuffé. so much so that the 

Friends of Heinz Refuge (FOHR) is 

installing an Eagle Cam this fall 

above the nest (in between nesting 

seasons). If all goes as planned eve-

ryone will be able to watch next 

yearôs nest up close and personal 

without disturbing the birds. 

Connecting Kids With Nature 

   ñConnecting Kids With Natureò (a 

national FWS initiative) at the  John 

Heinz NWR took many other forms 

as well this summer.  We coordi-

nated 4 Student Conservation Asso-

ciation six week youth work camps 

(total of 52 SCA employees/interns) 

as well as two 4 day youth environ-

mental education camps.  We also 

participated in a YMCA partnership 

that brought 10  youth fishing camps 

of 25 kids each here this summer for 

a total of 250 new young anglers to 

take up fishing as a lifetime hobby. 

New Refuge Projects 

   On the new project front, funding 

was obtained for construction of the 

40ô X 68ô outdoor classroom pavil-

ion with installation completion 

scheduled early this fall.  We will 

also be adding a major expansion of 

the visitor center solar power system 

this year, as well as a new above 

ground fuel tank at maintenance 

shop and a replacing the biology 

truck. New recycled material hand-

rails were added to the boardwalk 

this summer as well as significant 

improvements to refuge roads and 

trails. Engineering work has been 

started for proposed boardwalk into 

tidal marsh and the Comprehensive 

Conservation Plan draft is in final 

stages for completion by this winter. 

Cradle of Birding Festival Coming 

Up Soon 

Please help spread the word and 

join us for a wild time at our biggest 

event of the yearé. the 8th annual 

ñCradle of Birding Wildlife and 

Conservation Festival,ò on Saturday, 

September 17th with early bird tours 

beginning as early as 7am and many 

wildlife exhibits running from nine 

to three. Hope you can join us for a 

great day with lots of fun, friends 

and free hotdogs. This yearôs key-

note speaker will be John Rogers of 

Bird Town Pennsylvania with a pro-

gram theme of backyard habitat.  

Remember to bring your friends 

and families to enjoy the Refugeôs 

free volunteer led programs offered 

every weekend and discover new 

ways to connect with nature on your 

National Wildlife Refuge Systemé. 

where wildlife comes naturally. 

Wildlife Diversity Continues to 

Abound on the Refuge 

As another summer fades into fall, 

migration is again setting in at John 

Heinz NWR.  Shorebirds, including 

killdeer, greater and lesser yellow-

legs, least and semi-palmated sand-

pipers are the first to arrive in large 

numbers, with more than 3,000 or so 

feeding the mudflats in early August.  

Hundreds of wading birds such as 

great egrets (a state endangered spe-

cies), great blue and green herons 

may be seen congregating around 

concentrated pools (teaming with 

fish) that have been formed by the 

impoundment drawdown. A rare 

wading bird treat arrived in mid July 

with a visit from an immature white 

ibisé. our first refuge record in 31 

years.  Other special wildlife treats 

this summer included additional 

sightings mink, as well as river otter, 

common map turtlesé. and even our 

first documented/photographed ref-

uge chipmunk (thanks to volunteer 

Walt Jennings).   

On the Refugeôs Thriving Eagles 

The refugeôs now famous other 

ñPhiladelphiaò Eagles have produced 

two healthy young eaglets this sea-

 

By Gary Stolz 

ñCaring Centerò Day Campers connect 

with nature at the refuge in July.      

            Photo by: Frank Doyle  

SCA summer workers place wood 

chips on Darby Creek trail.  

 Photo By:  Tajuan Levy 

One classroom pavilion coming up!! 

       Photo by:  Frank Doyle  
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On May 21, the FOHR Photo 

Group took a fun packed trip to 

Cape May for some springtime bird-

ing.  Our itinerary took us to some 

of the most likely areas to catch 

spring migration in full swing, with 

the highlight of the trip being a char-

tered boat tour of the salt marsh. 

Our first stop was Thompsonôs 

Beach in Cumberland County at 

7:30am.  It was low tide and there 

was many species feeding, including 

short-billed dowitchers and sandpi-

pers.  We chanced upon an osprey 

nest, and found horseshoe crabs on 

the beach.   A couple of us even got 

some good images of a clapper rail!! 

From there we moved to Cape 

May Point State Park, where some 

of us spotted a piping plover on the 

beachðwith a chick. 

Then on to the highlight of the 

dayðour trip aboard the Skimmer.  

Captains Ginny & Ed were very 

knowledgeable about salt marsh  

ecology, and knowing they had a 

boat full of birders & photographers 

(19 of us made the trip in all) they 

provided us with maximum bird 

viewing opportunities.   

We saw several nesting pairs of 

Ospreys, and noted that every pair 

had itsô own idiosyncrasies.  One 

pair used a string of Christmas lights 

in their nest, while another younger 

pair built their nest on a dock close 

to water level.  

We visited a nesting pair of Ameri-

can Oystercatchers, saw a few Black 

Skimmers, and spotted a Diamond-

back Terrapin, some black-bellied 

plover, and several double-crested 

cormorant adults and  juveniles.  

After  lunch at a local diner, we 

moved on to The Meadows on Sun-

set Boulevard; a beach & marsh area 

managed by the Cape May Bird Ob-

servatory.  Here we spotted terns, 

Oystercatchers, Piping Plovers, a 

mute swan with young in the inland 

marsh, and of course sandpipers. 

All in all we had a great time, 

given the diversity of birds that we 

observed & photographed, and relax-

ing with other photographers and 

birders.    Photos/ Story by Mark Bohn 

FOHR Photo Group Update  

The FOHR Photo Group recently 

had a very successful off-site visit to 

south Jersey to travel the back bays 

of Cape May.  While there they wit-

nessed the amazing stopover of thou-

sands of shorebirds lured to the area 

by the annual horseshoe crab spawn-

ing. See more about this in Mark 

Bohnôs story and photos. 

The deadline for photo contest en-

tries (September 1st) is rapidly ap-

proaching. Winners will be an-

nounced and awards given out dur-

ing our ñCradle of Birdingò Wildlife 

& Conservation Festival on Satur-

day, September 17 at 1PM.   

The Group will host itôs ñLearning 

about the Environment ñThru The 

Lensò (TTL) Program for young-

sters aged 12 to 18 years as part of 

National Wildlife Refuge Week, on 

Saturday, October 15th, from 9am to 

3pm and Saturday, October 22nd, 

from 9am to 12 noon.  The first date 

will include a morning classroom 

session followed by field work in the 

afternoon.  Photo Group mentors 

will work with the participants.   

On October 22, the students will 

create poster displays using images 

they took the previous week, and 

these will be on display at the refuge 

for several weeks.  While students 

may use their own cameras, we have 

a few cameras available for loan 

from the refuge.  All participants 

must pre-register for TTL by calling 

the refuge at 215-365-3118 and must 

attend both sessions. 

The Photo Group is currently 

working on developing more work-

shops for both members and the pub-

lic as well as planning additional off-

site trips.  For more information 

about the Photo Group call 215-365-

3118 or e-mail Bill Buchanan at Wil-

liam_buchanan@fws.gov 

The next general meeting of the 

Photo Group will be on Sunday, Oct. 

16 at 10am at the refuge visitor cen-

ter. All are welcomed. Bill Buchanan 

Photo Group Field Trip to Cape May ~ A Huge Success!  

Piping Plover  

Osprey with Young in Nest  

Oystercatchers 
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Bird Walks last 2ð3 

hours.  They are suit-

able for all level of 

birders.  They are 

weather dependent, 

and begin at the Visi-

tor Center unless oth-

erwise noted.  Bin-

oculars are available 

for loan at the visitor 

center front desk. 

 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Closings 

Refuge buildings will 

be closed on : 

Monday, Sept. 5th,    

Monday, Oct.10th,     

Friday, Nov. 11th,  

Thursday, Nov. 24th 

 The grounds are 

open from sunrise to 

sunset every day. 

Bird Walks ð September  

3 Birds & Butterflies   Cliff Hence   9am 

4 Late Summer Birding   Barb Hiebsch   8am 

5 Buildings closed for Labor Day, Grounds open sunrise to sunset 

10 Birds, Trees, and Flowers  Tom Reeves   8am 

11 Early Fall Birding   Denis Brennan   8am 

17  CRADLE OF BIRDING   See Details Next Page 

18 Early Migrants    Edie Parnum   9am  

24 Bird and Nature Walk   Debbie Beer   9am 

25 Beginning Birding   Denis Brennan   8am 

Bird Walks ð October  

1 Birds, Trees, and Flowers  Tom Reeves   9am 

2 Cool Fall Birding   Mary Ellen Krober  9am 

8 Autumn Avian Delights   Debbie Beer   9am 

9 Fall Birding at Tinicum   Edie Parnum   9am 

9  THE BIG SIT      See Details on Page 10 

10 Buildings Closed for Columbus Day, Grounds Open Sunrise to Sunset. 

15 New Arrivals?    Barb Hiebsch   8am 

16 Birding by Ear    Gregg Gorton   9am 

22 Fall Birds and Late Butterflies  Cliff Hence   9am 

23 Any New Migrants?   Robert Confer   9am 

29 Tinicumôs Fall Birds   Lynn Roman   9am 

Bird Walks ð November  

5 Birds, Trees, and Flowers  Tom Reeves   9am 

6 Late Fall Birding   Barb Hiebsch   9am 

11 Buildings closed -Veterans Day, Grounds open sunrise to sunset 

12 Falling Birds    Lynn Roman   9am 

13 Looking for Late Season Birds  Cliff Hence   9am 

19 Tinicumôs Fall Birds   Mary Ellen Krober  9am 

 PA Young Birders Program  Debbie Beer   9am 

20 Autumn Birding   Debbie Beer   9am 

24 Buildings Closed, Happy Thanksgiving, Grounds open sunrise to sunset. 

26 Ducks in Fall Colors   Lynn Roman   9am 

2011 Fall Nature Programs  
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Trail Tamers  

9/10  9am    Join Hank Hox and the maintenance 

10/8  9am   volunteers for a good workout!   

11/12  9am   Meet in the visitor center. 

Story Time      Family Nature Walks  

10/15  1pm   9/11  2pm 

11/20  1PM   10/9  2PM 

Story time is best for children ages 4 to 7. Listen to stories about nature. 

Family Nature Walks include a short program and hike.  Suitable for children 

from 8 to 14.  Both programs meet in the visitor center. 

Flower Walks      

9/10  1pm   Join Dick Cloud for a walk looking at 

10/8  1pm   fall plants. Meet in the visitor center 

11/12     at 1pm.  

Volunteer Events:  

Basic Training  

Learn about the US Fish & Wildlife Service, the National Wildlife Refuge 

System and this refuge.  Learn about volunteer opportunities YOU can do here 

at the refuge.   Sunday, Sept. 25 from 1-3pm.   Call and reserve a seat at 215 

365-3118! 

Roving Training          
Learn to interact with refuge visitors on the trails and answer their questions.  

Take a look in the roving backpack and see what you can use to help visitors 

better understand the great outdoors!  Saturday, Oct. 8, 1-3pm  

And donõt forget! 

CRADLE OF BIRDING WILDLIFE                  

& CONSERVATION FESTIVAL  

Saturday, September 17, 7am to 3pm  

    

Hands on wildlife exhibits, live animal shows, bird 

walks, demonstrations, fishing, archery, live music, 

free lunch, trolley tours to marsh, backyard habitat 

programs and keynote speaker John Rogers of    Bird 

Town Pennsylvania.  

 

October 9ðOctober 16 
 

10/9  Big Sit 

 Dawn to Dusk  

 Observation Platform 

Take part in this National Event!  

Have fun while raising funds for 

our Eagle Cam.  Spend 10 min-

utes, part of the day or all day, join-

ing friends and identifying & re-

cording as many birds as possible 

in a 17 foot diameter location. 

Find details and pledge form on 

page 10 of this newsletter. 
   

Other October    

Highlights  

 

10/15 ñThru The Lensò (TTL) 

 9 am to 3 pm 

 Visitor Center 

Students will receive orientation in 

the classroom, then go out in the 

filed to take nature photos. 

 

10/22 ñThru The Lensò  (TTL) 

 9 am to Noon 

 Visitor Center 

Students will create a collage of the 

photos taken the previous week.    

Both Sessions Are Required in 

Order to Complete the Program. 

 

10/22 First Annual Focusing on 

 Diversity; Changing Face 

 of  Birding Conference  

 7:30 Kick off Bird Walk 

 Dinner at Yacht Club 

For information or to register go 

to www.fledgingbirders.org 

 

10/30 FOHR Members Annual 

 Dinner Meeting 

 4 pm to 7 pm 

 Location to be announced 

For more information email        

info@friendsofheinzrefuge.org 

2011 Fall Nature Programs  National Wildlife  

Refuge Week Events  
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The Photographic World of the Refugeõs         

Adrian Binns  

Iôve been interested in nature for 

as long as I can remember, starting 

from my childhood split between 

Morocco and England. My pas-

sions became a career after I 

moved to southeastern Pennsyl-

vania over 30 years ago, and began 

leading birding and nature tours. 

  As the Field Director for Wild-

side Nature Tours, I am often guid-

ing others to experience wildlife in 

far-away countries. But when Iôm 

home, I spend many hours at 

Heinz Refuge, inspired and in-

trigued by the diversity of habitats, 

birds and wildlife that abound in 

this amazing urban oasis.  

  I enjoy photographing birds as 

much as teaching others about 

them, especially with the PA 

Young Birders club which I co-

founded and am working to ex-

pand throughout the Delaware 

Valley. The photos in this collec-

tion represent some of the variety 

of birds (and butterflies) that can 

be seen throughout the seasons at 

Heinz Refuge. I hope everyone 

will visit the refuge soon to dis-

cover itôs wonders!  Adrian Binns 

Mid to late summer is the peak time for 

butterflies at the refuge, including this 

stunning pair of mating Common 

Buckeyes. 

Courtship begins early in the year for waterfowl.  Birds like these resident Wood 

Ducks pair-up by the end of winter. 

The Ruby-throated Hummingbird, our 

smallest bird, lays two, pea-sized eggs 

and raises her young in a lichen cov-

ered nest the size of a half dollar.  

Summer sizzles with the frenzied     

activity of Barn Swallows.  The adults 

work endlessly to feed large broods with 

hungry mouths. 

Diminutive Buffleheads are amongst 

the many ducks that inhabit the im-

poundment during the winter, so long 

as there is open water. 

This beautiful Long-Eared Owl is well 

camouflaged by surrounding branches 

during his brief winter stay at  the refuge. 




