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Marsh Musings

Eagles Seen Carrying Sticks to Their Nest in Early November

By the time you read this newslet- conditions on the refuge, the Eagle additional time to develop related

ter, the Refuge's resident pair of Bald Cam team discovered that a higher project components, such as produc-
Eagles should be following their age thanplanned platform on which to

ing high-quality educational materi-

-old instinct to reproduce by inspect- install solar panels would need to be als and developing related program-

ing their nest site and engaging in constructed.
courtship rituals. By January, they cated high in an 8ot tall tree, we

Since the nest is lo- ming. Heinz Refuge Manager Gary

St ol z Whila wes all wigh that

should be augmenting their giant face an additional challenge regard- the web cam would be live and op-
nest with new sticks. By late Febru- ing the length of the cable connect- erational in time for the 2012 nest-

ary, there may be eggs in the nest,ing the camera and the solar panels.

which the adults will take turns incu-

bating. Of course there are no guar-
antees with wildlife, but if all goes
well, another pair of Bald Eagle
chicks will hatch in spring 2012!

As most of you know, Friends of
Heinz Refuge and Refuge staff have
been working together to launch
Philadelphia's first Bald Eagle web-
cam as a key component of our
Growing Up Wild: FOHR Eagle
Cam Education campaign. We

Bald Eagles were seen carrying new
sticks to their nest last week !!
Photo By: Bill Buchanan

planned to have the cam go live this
January, but were met with unantici-

constraints which we were unable to when coupled with the very short dinary project.
fwndow of himesin whiehato résslve e and) ¢ager to share our Bald Eagles
them, resulted in a joint FWS/FOHR with the Philadelphia area and the
decision to postpone the camera in-greater world. We are enthusiastic
stallation till next year. Installation for the upcoming Bald Eagle breed-
activities can only take place be- ing season, when Refuge visitors can
tween the months of September, once again experience this natural
pe t%cle. Please visit the refuge this

resolve in ti
nesting activities.

me

The Bald Eagle webcam is a
complex system that involves
much more than birds and a cam-
era. Due to the remote location of
the eaglesbd nest
both a solar power source and a reli-
able wireless Internet connection.

Thanks t o

wh{anhtfée e

. November w

Aut umn ;6g
ing rainfall and resulting flooding C(:)a

ing season, these unexpected, sig-
nificant issues must be resolved be-
fore we can proceed with the esite
install ati on. We
efforts to identify potential problems
and spend the required time to
launch a topquality system. Thanks
to our Friends organization for
spearheading this project, and see-
ing it to the fi

We are extremely grateful to every-
one who has supported our fundrais-
ing efforts. We appreciate your con-
tinued support and membership con-

Addressing these challenges meanttributions as we work to raise the
pated technical and environmental additional project costs. These facts balance needed to fund this extraor-

enthéyreturn.

Friends of Heinz Refuge and Ref-

ot Wi, POLR Bk

the

m Education. We will use

qlglg Ieca\éeﬁeirrngs& ﬁnlds

We remain excited

winterto see the Bald Eagles soaring
over the impoundment as they hunt
for fish and carry sticks to their nest.
It's a sight you won't soon forget!

Debbie Beer
Marsh Musings Winter 2011

Eagl ¢

a|

ni s



Y{ Marsh Musin Friends in Need ~ Are Friends Indeed

- _ Says Refuge Manager, Gary Stolz
A quarterly publication of the Friends of
the Heinz Wildlife Refige at Tinicum When the financial climate is Summer kids camps, and support for
dreary, who can be counted upon tothe new refuge Weed Warrior pro-

Board of Directors take up the slack?Friends! When  gram.

Hank Hox, President ;
Denis Brennan, Vice President there is work to be_done, a’?d not Friends plan and execute their own
enough staff to do it, who pitches f ith
Joe Pugh, Treasurer in?? Eriends! refuge events and programs (wit

management approval of course).
According to refuge manager, Gary Friends projects and programs, all
Stolz, the Heinz refuge is blest with gear ed to fAConnect
many Friends. Some belong to theNat ur e 0, i nclude p
Friends Group, and others are justcuting our annual Groundhog Day

Fran Miller, Secretary
Annemarie Rapp, Store Mgr.
Jean Diehl, Newsletter Editor

Jesse Smith, Webmaster

RDE:ZEVI\?(::; plain friendly volgntgers without any Fami!y Festival, Wi'nter' Bird_ Count
Chuck Lafferty formal group affll_latlon. Howgver, f_or Klds,_ar!d the Big Sit during Na—
Ron Miller together these Friends and friendly tlo_ngl Wildlife Refuge Week, main-
volunteers contributed over 6,242 taining our refuge nature store, de-
SN XD hours of their time atthe refugelast vel opi ng the i Gr ow
Tom Reeves

year. The dollar value of that time eagle cam projectand executing

Stephen Watson comes to a whopping $133,340.00. educational projects such as the Kin-
~ dergarten Polli-

nator Garden.

The Friends of the Heinz Wildlife This figure probal &=

REnge at Tinicum is a nO-rprOﬁt bly represents onl
cooperating association founded a_fraction of the
in 1997 to assist the U. S. Fish & [ &
Wildlife Service in carrying out its hours actually spe
educational, interpretive, and by volunteers pe

public use missions. forming  varioug |

8601 Lindbergh Boulevard tasks for the refuge. -

Philadelphia, PA 19153 Although there is
log book at the rg

Friends provide
busing  funds
for student field
trips to the ref-
uge, and men-
tors for scout-
ing and school

www.friendsofheinzrefuge.org ception desk ih Board member, Tom Reeves, mentors |groups. The
OR which  volunteers kids on field trip. photo  group
Find us on Facebook!! can log their timd, Photo by: Adrian Binns | provides digital
not everyone does documentation
o t his. I know t h aotrefugeevents andhgpsnsots andaa-n 6
@ do this myself. nual photo contest.

What do volunteers do at the ref-  Although friends and friendly vol-
uge? They lead weekend wal@s52  unteers already share lots of quality

YOU CAN NOWFIND THE weeks a year. They work on Darby time with the refuge, there is always

FOHR ANNUAL REPORT Creek Cleanup Day, maintain refuge a need for MORE!We urge you to
OF ACTIVITIES ON THE trails, help out on Free Family Fish- come on oud share your time and
FRIENDS WEBSITE ing Days, staff and provide funding expertise with ud all the while

for refuge events such as Interna- connecting with old friends, making
tional Migratory Bird Day, our an- new ones, and just plain having
nual Cradle of Birding Festival, FUN. Jean Diehl

The official registration and financial information of the Friends of the Heinz Refuge at Tinicum may be obtained from
the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling tolfree within Pennsylvania, :800-732-0999.
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Kindergarten Interpretive Pollinator Garden
Wins Pennsylvania Horticultural

The new Kindergarten Interpre- On a national scale, the U.S. FshChuckds students w
tive Pollinator Garden at the ref-  and Wildlife Service, in order to help seeds in individually designed seed
uge is growing into quite a won- other refuges duplicate the successofp ac kag e s t o be s ol
derful place to visit. Visitorstothe o ur iNative SpeciTase aBalrleisnaBoo k Garh-
refuge are drawn into the garden byd e n 0 progr am, ar will gohto bendfitcthei Frignds toh e
its abundance of beautiful blooms efforts of all involved in the Pollina- Heinz Refuge and support the Polli-
and the pollinators they attract as tor Garden in a soon to be featured nator Garden. Thanks to the support
well as by the pond which teems article. Our Pollinator Garden project of the Friends of Heinz Refuge they
with frogs and other aquatic wildlife. has also been featured in the FWSwill also continue to care for the pol-

The addition of a green roof to the northeast region home page. linator garden with five additional
Visitor Contact Station, which ad- trips to the refuge throughout the
joins the garden, is the crowning ele- academic year.

ment of the partnership between
Longstreth Elementary, the Friends
of Heinz Refuge and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service working to-
gether to make this dream a reality.

At Longstreth Elementary the ma-
jority of the raised beds have been
constructed that will serve as the As a component of our National
school s6 nati ve (rishaand Wildlifa BourslaionyGrant, T h ¢
purpose of the nursery is twofold. It the Pollinator Garden is being used
will not only attract pollinators to the for teacher environmental education
Longstreth school yard but will also training for Project Learning Tree

Our pollinator garden is attracting serve as a plant source for otherand will be used by the Pennsylvania
attention on the local level as well. schools planning to start their own Horticultural Society as part of their
The Refuge has received the prestig-pollinator gardens.Ilmagine the @& Gr een City Teache
ious ACommunity Qreencaorridor that dowdbe dréated and habitat garden training.
from the Pennsylvania Horticultural for migratory wildlife if there were Chuck Lafferty
Society. gardens in all the schoolyards in the
School District of Philadelphia as
well as in those in neighboring
Delaware County.

Chuck Lafferty, who coordinates
the Kindergarten Interpretive Polli-

and necessity of our children to be in e ;
touch with the natural world to help §
them develop into future stewards of| 4.

their environment. The Kindergarten Pollinator Garden
The Longstreth students will be has become a magnet, attracting both
returning to the Pollinator Garden individual visitors and groups. Here we
: \ and the Refuge to harvest seeds fromsee refuge volunteer, Cliff Hence, lead-
‘g - the native plants as part of the Kin- ing a butterfly walk through the gar-
Key Pollinator Garden Collaborators, dergarten Seed Company activities. den. Photo by: Jean Diehl

Chuck Lafferty, and Jean Diehl proudly
accepted the prestigiFOMRBOARD MEETINGS! OThe public is always welcome to atten

Award. There will also be a Greening Board Meetings, which are at 6:30 pm in the small building on the opp@site
Award sign posted in garden. side of the parking lot from the Cusano Center ~ 4th Tuesday of the Mnth.
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With our first frost this morning Refuge Comprehensive Plan
and call for flurries this last weekend Nears Completion

newsletter. As the final fall colors sive Conservation Plan (CCP) has
' been completed and is now being

B e el b o stpervcrs and so
9 licitors prior to public review period

Clon are aready staking out thair mestPIANNEd 107 later this winter. Thanks
with hopes for an upcoming third to all who participated in this impor-

successful nestintantproce%stocnreateor15wy|ear
Ic%g rgn%e %a?maggment pacﬁ. You

What a great sign for the good things .
happening with the health of Tini- can follow along through the North

cum Marsh! Lots of other great fall

migrants visited refuge habitat this
season including Peregrine Falcons,
Ospreys, Connecticut, TennesseeConstruction & Reconstruction

5 ™

linked to from our refuge web page
(www.fws.gov/Heinz).

After Hurricane Irene and Tropical
Storm Lee, we have once again re-
built major sections of the dike road
trail and plan to rebuild the little
boardwalk as soon as staff time and
budget permit. Work has now begun
to add major new solar power addi-
tions to the visitor center that will
greatly increase capacity as one of

- . ly inc capaci
and Hooded Warblers, Bitterns and _ - ationos

lots of Shorebirds. 'hgs.o

The new refuge outdoor classroom
pavilion has been completed and was

As winter approaches we offercon-f i rst used at
gratulations to Deputy Refuge Man- Birding & Wildlife Festival, where
ager Larry Woodward, who will be- an estimated 1,000+ visitors enjoyed
gin his new posi ta @y ofiexgiting gogseriagon pre-
Stated managing

Deputy Manager to Relocate

tles, swallowtailed kites and lots of our friends, volunteers, exhibitors @

for ev

other incredible wildlife at Lower and st aff
Suwannee & Cedar Keys National With the festival).
Wildlife Refuges on the northwest -,

coast of Florida. Larry has done a Recognizing FOHR Support
great job here at Heinz and we all

wish him the best in his career. all their support in developing an

Eagle camera and as we continue
technical work on broadcasting with

4

east regional refuge planning page asg j nf j nj ty

thN

solar power from 80 feet up in a tree,
we hope to make it a reality prior to
next nesting season.

Whil e speaking
Longstreth
CONGRATULATIONS are in order
for winning the 2011 Community
Greening Award from the Pennsyl-
vania Hor ti

Thanks also to FOHR for coordi-
nating this
Sito birding
thousands of dollars in donations to
help refuge programs.

of

Special Events

This fall we al so
first Diversity in Birding Confer-
ence, which was beamed live to
and
folks shared in the conference, with
birders even texting in from Mex-

i coé. How cool i s
view the conference at:

http://www.fledgingbirders.org/
CFABLIVE.html

Exciting Upcoming Events

Please join us this winter for our
annual Christmas Bird Count for
Kids on January '7and Groundhog
Day Winter Festival on January 28

| e a Rememgber 1 dring your friepds and d -

families on out to
many free programs offered every
weekend and discover new ways to
connect back with nature on your

£t iYo%n% 10 Swi ¢ad 4 &

where wildlife comes naturally.

Special thanks also to FOHR for &
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FOHR Photo Group Update

The FOHR Photo Group had a

You can see all

orhe Phbtd $rouypewveelcoines aWi n

great turnout for their Photo Contest ning photos on the refuge website at: who would like to join up and invite
Awards Presentation during the ref- www.fws.gov/heinz and click on the potential new members to sit in on

ugebs nACradl e
on Sept. 17. Many of the winners
from the 3 age categories were pre-
sent and the complete list of winners
is as follows.

The fAAward for
given to the teen 1 place winner,
Adam Toy. This was the first time
that one of the teen entrants won this
award and congratulations go out to
Adam and all the folks who
Ari bbonedo in thi

Proud Teen Photo Contest Winners from
LSto R, WM&gdar Chol§ Pat RellynAtiag S t

well as everyone else who entered so Toy, and Colin Reilly.

many great images.

Photo by: Ned Connelly

o f lasBling adrnoungng all thevsnndrsy aohe of our quarterly general meet-

ings which are held on thé*3Sun-
day of January, April, July, and Oc-
tober. Meetings are held at the ref-
uge visitor center (Cusano Environ-
mental Education Center) and start at
10 AM. The next meeting will be
January 15, 2012 and all attendees,
including guests, are asked to bring
15 of their images to share with the
Group. They may be on CD or
thumb, drive for those to be projected
or prints for table top review.

Bill Buchanan, USFWS

Refuge Weed Warriors Program

Refuge biologist, Lori Weingart-
ner, launched the WEED WAR-
RIOR program just six months ago,

hoping to mobilize volunteers to as- &

sist with wildlife habitat restoration
on the refuge.

In fact, she has achieved much
more than that.

RIOR program has engaged indi-
viduals and organizations from all
over the Philadelphia community,
training over 70 volunteers, who
adopted 19 plots.

A few tools for the tradé@ T-shirt, in-
formational brochure, working tools.

The WEED WAR-

Several Weed Warrior volunteers
gather on the visitor center deck for
refreshments. Photo by: Ned Connelly

As of September, they have re-
moved over 9,100 individual plants
from 9 different invasive species,
including Phragmites, Japanese stilt
grass, Oriental bittersweet, multi-
flora rose, milea-minute and Japa-
nese knotweed.

WEED WARRIORS celebrated
their hard won victories with a vol-
unteer party on November 5th, dur-
ing which Jeff Cooney and Rob Kerr

presented an interesting program:

5

fiwinter Vine Workshop .

WEED WARRIORS are looking
for new volunteers to get involved in
early spring, when invasive plants
rear up after the cold winter, and
threaten to overrun the native plants
upon which wildlife depend.

Contact Lori at
Lori_Weingartner@fws.gov to get
involved.!!
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John Heinz NWR at Tinicum
2011 - 2012 Winter Activities Calendar

We invite you to join us for an interesting wildlife walk, nature program, family
festival, childrends event or any of
NWR throughout the winter months. Bring a friend!

December Bird Walks and Activities

Keep an eye out for kinglets and Yellow -rumped Warblers foraging amongst
shrubs. Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers and Brown Creepers move effortlessly up and
down tree trunks.

3 Bird Walk - Cold Winter Birds Debbie Beer 9am
4 Bird Walk - Prewinter Birds Edie Parnum 9am
10 Trail Tamers' bring gloves for trail work Hank Hox 9am
10 PA Young Birders* look for Winter Waterfowl 9am
10 Flower/Plant Walk Winter Plants Dick Cloud  1pm
11 Bird Walk - Early Winter Birds Gregg Gorton 9am

11 Family Nature Walkfi Hi ber nat i d4 , 0 Réfuge Stakii2pns 8
17 Story Time-A Hi bernati &n, 0 f orRefkge &taff 4pm
18 Bird Walk - Holiday Birds Cliff Hence  9am

January Bird Walks and Activities

Watch for ducks, geese and gulls on the main impoundment, so long as water is
open. Common and Hooded Mergansers prefer Darby Creek. Red Foxes and ro-
dents leave tracks to admire.

1 New Year 6s Resol ut i onMaB ElledKrob&a |9kam

7 WINTER BIRD COUNT FOR KIDS i details on page 11 8am-1pm
7 New Year 6s Birds, Tr eesTom®&eedes Pano we r
8 Bird Walk - Snow Birds Barb Hiebsch 9am

8 Family Nature Walk i Snow, 0 -f4or ki RefugeSStaff 2pm

14 Bird Walk - Winter Birds Cliff Hence  9am

14 Trail Tamers bring gloves for trail work Hank Hox 9am

14 Flower/Plant Walk Winter Plants Dick Cloud  1pm

15 Beginning Birding Denis Brennan9am

ojur

Bird Walks last & 3
hours. They are suit
able for all levels of
birders. They are
weather dependent, ahd
begin at the Visitof
Center unless othgr-
wise noted. Binoculais
are available for loan at
the visitor center front
desk.

Holiday Closings

Refuge buildings wil
be closed on Decem-
ber 25th & 26th, Janu-
ary 1st, 2nd and 16tp,
and February 20th. The
grounds are open from
sunrise to sunset every
day.

<

v
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2011~2012 Winter
21 Bird Walkk-Wh oo6s Her e? Robert Confer 9am
21 Story Time-i Snow, 0 #or ki dRefuge Staff lpm
22 Bird Walk - Penguins at Tinicum? Gregg Gorton 9am
28 GROUNDHOG DAY FAMILY FESTIVAL Details pg 16 9-1pm
29 Bird Walk - Chilly winter birds Debbie Beer 9am
February Bird Walks and Activities
Lucky visitors may spot an owl!l on [ t©o
mixed with Red -winged Blackbirds, grackles and cowbirds. White -tailed
Deer browse through the woods.
4 Bird Walk - Birds, Trees, and Flowers Tom Reeves 9am
11 Bird Walk - Mid-Winter Birds Cliff Hence 9am
11 Trail Tamers' bring gloves for trail work Hank Hox 9am
12 Bird Walk - Chilly Birds Edie Parnum 9am
12 Family Nature Walki Ad apt at i o4k RefujecsStaff ki dpm 8
18 PA Young Birders* experience a Great Backyard Bird Count 9am
18 Story Time-A Adapt at i or’s, 0 Réfuge Stdffi d s 4pm
19 Bird Walk - Winter Thaw Birds Barb Hiebsch 9am
26 Bird Walk - Late Winter Birds Mary Ellen Krober  9am

36 or more of snow?

Call 215 365-3118 and ask for Suzanne.

Wedl |l see i f we c¢an s etountryskitureftherefsgk!o e

*PA Young Birders at Heinz Refuge welcomes kids ages 8 - 18 to par-
ticipate in exciting, bird - focused programs at the refuge. Children
will be guided by experienced, expert leaders who are keen to connect
kids to wildlife outdoors. Parents welcome to join.

Acti vi ti

o { Kids and adults may joi

Mark Your
Calendar

Spread the Word
and
Plan to Join in
AnTHE GR
BACKYARD
Bl RD COU

EAT

NTO

ost

Saturday
Feb. 18th, 2012

Sponsored by the PA
Young Birde
Yard Bird G
held for the first time the

Heinz Refuge. It will
provide a great opportut
nity to learn about aviar

species that inhabit oun

region, and rely upon th

precious resources of

public lands like Heinz
NWR.

This citizen science eveft
engages birders of all
ages and skill levels to get
outside and count the sf—
cies in their favorite loc
tions around the country.

rs,
oun

v

D

us on February 18, whefe
we'll be doing the GBBC
at the refuge. For more
details, check out
www.birdsource.org

LA R R AR AR R R R R AR B E R RN RE R DL REBRE R RARERE DR AR DR RS ER,]

?g Many of the programs and activities at John Heinz NWR are developed, organized, and funded by

#*the OFriends of Heinz Refuge. o Join

% grams continue to be offered to our urban community. We are looking for more volunteers to lead
if interested. Thank you.

§ Bird and/or Nature Walks. Email info@friendsofheinzrefuge.orqg

*
&
renew y®&ur

1
&

or

&
HREBERBRBDERERRBEDR L LR B ERRERRRENBRERRRERRBHRR RN ERERSE
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http://www.birdsource.org
mailto:info@friendsofheinzrefuge.org

The refugeds rlels€irdeednst nhoarieg t o experi ence
eagles may often be seen than just birds. Here we see a Great Golden Digger
perching on tall poles nextto Wasp on wildflowers which surround the impound-

‘ the SEPTA airport line. ment throughout the summer.

Ned is a professional engine

(W7 : a professional photographer, &
A lovely male Keeled Skimmer dragon- | was born and lived in Philade
fly is among the many colorful varieties || phia for 42 years, but only di
of dragonflies which can be found on covered the Heinz refuge a f¢
the refuge during summer and préall. years ago.

Ned is primar
tographer o angcg
work for ConsumerTrav
eler.com, where he is a memb Turkey Vultures are among the larger
of the staff. He also writes raptors that may be seen soaring over
photography blognsIphotogra- the Heinz refuge during each season.
phyblog.com.

Ned has had an interest in wi

life and wildlife photograph
since his youth. He campe
canoed, and hiked every sum
and was an Eagle Scout.

When he is not traveling, Ne
can usually be found roaming t
Heinz Refuge at least once
week with his camera. Of cou
he is a member of FOHR, a
itsd photogr aph yMaysmalshprebirdgegnge sgeny
The natural worl dog cently en a yhlotoeworkshopsdt e ﬁaCh sgmmer along the mud flats scat-
action as evidenced by this scene ofa | the refuge. We are pleased t tered throughout the refuge, including
parent/child Tree Swallow feeding, provide you with a sampling ¢ this Least Sandpiper.
rarely caught by photo on the refuge. ng wor k!
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Congratulations to Our 2011 Photo Contest Winners

- anbige

First Place adult prize winner: Second Place adult prize winner: Third Place adult prize winner:

Barn Swall ow f eedi nAgimidtuseRedipitediHagkwith Thisn Osprey bringing fi
fantastic phot o e n tcapturedcepey wadbadturedlry Banjid e ! captured by Jifang Zhang. The photo
Me! was captured by Keith Bowles. Bhattacharyyads phoitso efinBrietalkefda sitHho.ney 0 .

s 4 e (t.ﬁ |
First Place chil dr ehebcso npdr iPzlea cwei ncnheirl:d rTehniérsd pPrliazcee wcihninledrr:e n €

Sparrow on branch. This lovely photo James Hornickle got up close and per- Brandon Decker chose this brightly
entitled fiLooki ng sbmalrwith bhisrbeaetifub femalen idal- patterned dragon fly for his subject.

captured by Alyssa Decker of Spring- | ar d. Phot o is entAhoteod iNAtemReistloed AR
field. maco.

X V4
\ £k
First Place teen prize winner and over-  Second Place teen prize winner: Third Place teen prize winner:
all award of excellence:

Meggan Cook took this great macro Patrick Reilly captured this great shot
¥ I W opi annkdgf'aeG'raathJd .Hembn walking rBicey st 0
and entitled the shot

Adam Toy captured this Snowy Egret
and entitled the shsohto'[ﬁPorfetat yI
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